Theatre
Royal

~NA Ay




THEATRE ROYAL

Volume 4

Disc 1

1 The Purse

First published in 1832, Honore de Balzac’s “The Purse” is a charming account
of artistic life in contemporary Paris. Laurence Olivier plays the young painter,
Hippolyte Schinner, who falls from a step-ladder in his studio. The sound of his
accident brings the beautiful Adelaide Leseigneur into his life.

2 Zoromirsky’s Duel

Set in 1825, Alexandre Dumas’ short story, “Zoromirski’s Duel”, tells of a group
of Russian officers after the Napoleonic Wars. Laurence Olivier plays Captain
Zoromirski, “a little on the impulsive side and quick to pick a quarrel.” He is
engaged to the beautiful Marianna Ravensky, but she has other admirers.

Disc 2

1 La Grande Breteche

First published in 1831, Honore de Balzac’s “La Grande Breteche” is a tale of the
Napoleonic Wars in Spain. Laurence Olivier stars as the Count de Merret who finds
that his wife has taken a lover, a Spanish prisoner of war, at his house, “La Grande
Breteche”. A terrible revenge follows.

2 Little Louise

Written in around 1885, Guy de Maupassant’s “Little Louise Roque” was one of
his first psychological studies. Laurence Olivier plays Joseph Renardet, mayor of
Carvelin, who alone knows the true identity of the murderer of little Louise Roque,
strangled on his land. The outcome is a dreadful retribution.



3 Dr. Knock

Jules Romains wrote his drama, “Dr. Knock or the Triumph of Medicine” in 1923.
Robert Morley plays the shrewd doctor who buys a sleepy practice in the remote
village of St.-Maurice from honest Dr. Parpalaid. The revenues are small, but there is
a canny way to make medicine pay!

Starring Laurence Olivier (disc 1 and disc 2 tracks 1 & 2)
and Robert Morley (disc 2 track 3)

Theatre Royal is a series of radio dramas owned and restored by Heritage Media, part of the
Divine Art Recordings Group. First broadcast in 1952-3, it was the only radio series in which
Laurence Olivier played dramatic roles. Other leading actors included John Gielgud, Ralph
Richardson, Orson Welles, Margaret Lockwood, Alec Guinness, Robert Donat and Trevor
Howard

The recordings were carefully remastered so as not to detract from the ambience of the
original performances.
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