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Dedication

This recording of Love, Friendship & Longing, Nicholas Smith’s setting of Tang
Dynasty poetry, marks a deeply meaningful moment in the long story of the
Chopsticks Club and a personal friendship with its director-founders, H-J
Colston-Inge and Theresa Booth.

Founded in 1993, the Chopsticks Club emerged at a time when China-
uk engagement was still in its relative infancy. Its vision was simple yet
ambitious: to bring people together across cultures through shared
experience—through conversation, learning, and friendship.

Over the decades, it became a meeting place for British professionals and
members of the first generation of Chinese professionals and students
making their lives in London, fostering dialogue, understanding, and
enduring personal and professional connections.

The themes of this work—love, friendship, and longing—resonate
profoundly with that journey. They speak not only to the emotional world
of Tang poetry, but also to the lived experience of those who have crossed
cultures: the forging of friendships, the distance from home, and the
enduring ties that connect people across time and place.

The origins of this composition are themselves rooted in such connections.
Nicholas Michael Smith's long engagement with China, his friendships
formed there in the early 1990s, and his collaboration with scholars of
Chinese literature all contributed to the shaping of this work. Drawing on
the richness of Tang poetry—widely regarded as the high point of Chinese
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literary expression—he brings together voices from different traditions in a
way that feels both authentic and newly imagined.

Music has long been a natural extension of the Chopsticks Club’s vision. In
2016, Mandarin Voices was formed under Nicholas Michael Smith’s artistic
direction, with a repertoire devoted entirely to Chinese works and performed
in Mandarin largely by non-native Mandarin speakers. This distinctive
approach reflects a belief that cultural understanding is deepened not
only through study, but through shared artistic endeavour. In this sense,
the music itself becomes instrumental—not only in performance, but in
connection—reaching beyond language and intellect to something more
instinctive and human.

Love, Friendship & Longing is dedicated to H-J Colston-Inge and Theresa
Booth in recognition of the 25 anniversary of the Chopsticks Club and their
commitment to building China-UK understanding. It was first performed at
Cadogan Hall in 2018, a moment that brought together many strands of a
shared journey: music, language, friendship, and cultural exchange. This
recording now allows that moment to travel further, preserving not only the
music itself but the spirit of collaboration that inspired it.

In the years since then, the founders have extended their commitment to
China-uk understanding into education and the next generation through
the founding of the educational charity Engage with China. Yet it is in works
such as this—where art, language, and shared purpose meet—that the
original vision finds its most resonant expression.

H-J Colston-Inge and Theresa Booth are deeply honoured by this dedication
and by the continuing life of this masterpiece of cross-cultural, artistic
expression.



Composer’s Note

| had two motivations to compose these settings of Tang poetry. First was
the excitement of Brahms - | used to run a chamber music series at Peking
University, and the Liebeslieder Waltzes were always a popular program.
That got me to thinking about whether there could be a similar work in
Chinese. So the idea of writing a set of Chinese love songs for the same
forces that Brahms used captured my imagination. That led me to talk often
with my old friend and China scholar, Dr. Andrew Andreasen. The result of
those discussions was to understand that China has no love poetry tradition
in the way Western Europe understands that idea (that's not to say that love
poetry doesn't exist), and his suggestion was that | look to Tang poetry for
inspiration, as Tang poetry is acknowledged as the greatest Chinese poetry
so far, and is absolutely the poetry on the lips of all educated Chinese
people. By this stage, we were both invested, and | asked Andy to curate a
selection of poetry, because | felt (and still feel) that while composers are
perfectly capable of selecting poems by themselves, other people’s input
always makes for a richer result. Dr. Andreasen kindly obliged and provided
me with a selection of Tang poetry in the groupings given here, which | then
moulded into the work eventually titled Love, Friendship & Longing. And the
second motivation? Theresa Booth, who I first got to know when we were
both volunteers in the Chinese countryside back in the early 1990s, and
HJ Colston-Inge, who became a friend when | moved to Beijing (I believe |
first met her as a swashbuckling Robin Hood back when Beijing had a UK
style pantomime and | was drafted to play piano in the band). Both have
done more for China - UK relations than is generally known or admitted,
initially under the umbrella of the now unfashionably named Chopsticks
Club, which is in fact a very serious platform for UK - China exchange. The
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Club was about to celebrate 25 years, so | felt it only right to pay tribute to
HJ and Theresa’s work by writing a piece for them. Love, Friendship & Longing
was premiered in Cadogan Hall in 2018. It's a source of considerable pride
to me that a recording is now available, and for this | must thank Yang Ping,
a native of Xianning (the place where | volunteered in the 1990s), who had
the vision and generosity to enable this piece of cultural exchange to come
to fruition.



eI FiC

BB ERLE R RF 5 R AR S A ISR . B GRS S el
MR —— G AL R AT D EA R RIE
Hoh (RZARFSEM) B2l H . Xik3IT
8%, A AT UBIE MR OUE T EAE M. T2
B A T AR A S E G, 54
AR, XA SRR G T K. B)E, REHEE
A IS LS« R AR R R AT AU
XL R L BB R RS, P FBCA PG KT LA
MR ZAFEF s QXA R U EBATZHEE) o i
WM B FHRE, B R A A R IE 4 1k f
PRI b Rp i, o B e oA 1 b I NH HEAE N 1
MfEdl . ZXAFB, RATMELRETAIL . FiF%
R RILETE, PUVERESE (B4R , BARIME
MR AR B Oy, EMAANNSS RRENREER
IR . LAERINEARTE L IRARN fe, Dy AR T 4% 072>
AR Rk, TR IRIE MR E WA (B K
HEEEY MES. BB _AFEE? BAE L4904
AT, ARy B « A £ R AR (S I I A A,

HJ » BR300 — o 7 U2 £ BAT 180 J A A AL 5T I s o Ji &
M (FRACHER— IR MM, My EE S i 2 5, AR

8



JL A S R R o T o 9T L 57
R, Ll A A 218 2 —— BT A B
KRN “BFEFH 4T, RIbs bR — ATk
BTSSR & R IR R LR 25 FE, A
S B — A o PO R LB T T AR, (B A
5B F20I8F AR % W FHRIT B, A BVEE E S
S, 4 O ORI, RS R (390
AR A IO AR P4t ER M IS
WM (A T XSO AT R A



Love, Friendship & Longing
A Tang Poetry Song Cycle

Part 1. Meeting or Saying Goodbye

Li Bai Seeing Meng Haoran Off to Yangzhou
FH BHEERZR
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JHAE=H T4
AL 535 )R
T AT R bR

Yellow Crane Terrace: my old friend bids me goodbye;
To Yangzhou in the mists of flowers and Spring he goes.
His single sail’'s far shadow melts in the blue void;

All | can see is the sky to which the Yangtze flows.
Translation by Vikram Seth
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Li Bai A Voyage to Jiangling
ZH TILRE

R AT B H
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| bade farewell to Baidi as sunrise coloured the clouds,
And made the long journey to Jiangling in one day.

The gibbons on both riverbanks howled without pause,
Even as our boat left the endless mountains behind.
Translation by Nicholas Michael Smith
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Wang Wei  Seeing a Friend Off
E4 el

A IS 2
A HE2E AR
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After bidding you farewell in the mountains,

| reached home at dusk and closed up my gate.
The grass will be green again next spring,

But, friend of friends, when will | see you again?
Translation by Nicholas Michael Smith
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Wang Wei  Song of Wei City
F4 TH 3

T R A
B R
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In Wei City, the dust is wet with morning rain,

And the willows outside the inn are fresh and green.
| ask you to empty one more cup of wine,

As once through the Yang Pass, all will be strangers.
Translation by Nicholas Michael Smith
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Du Fu Seeing Yan Wu Off Again at Fengji Courier Station
HEH ZERT R E A ATYE
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We have journeyed together but | can go with you no further.

The verdant mountains are behind us now, and my feelings are complex:
When shall we raise our cups to each other again,

As we did last night, strolling under the moon?

My neighbours bade you farewell in song,

As befits someone who has served three emperors with distinction.

I shall return alone to my village with its stream,

And live my remaining years in solitude.

Translation by Nicholas Michael Smith
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Part 2. Pining for Husband, Wife, Home, or Friend

Du Fu Moonlit Night
Al A%
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In Fuzhou, far away my wife is watching

The moon alone tonight and my thoughts fill
With sadness for my children, who can't think
Of me here in Chang'an; they're too young still.
Her cloud-soft hair is moist with fragrant mist.
In the clear light her white arms sense the chill.
When will we feel the moonlight dry our tears,
Leaning together on our window sill?
Translation by Vikram Seth
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Wang Wei Random Thoughts
F4 FeHy

PERERIEZD S
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You came from my hometown,
So you must know all the news.
When you set out, was the winter plum
That grows near the window in flower?
Translation by Nicholas Michael Smith
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Li Shangyin Written to My Wife in the North on a Rainy Night
2R wRiEt

AR A W]
UL Rk it
A 24 3 E B 74 i e
A E L AR I

You asked when | will return, but | don’'t yet know.

It's raining here tonight in Ba Shan and the pool is overflowing.
When will | be with you again at our west window in the candle glow,
To live again with you these rainy nights at Ba Shan?

Translation by Andrew Andreasen

17



Shen Quangi Alone with No-one in Sight
b/ RES: ] TR T

b S B s
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JUH FERG A
HAEAERAZIL ]
FARIAT L & A5 07
PERI KA
A B RAA L
SEH]H IR

Lonely and sad in her room is Lu’s young wife;

Above her a pair of sea swallows are perched on the rafter.
It's September and the leaves are falling in the cold wind;
Ten years he's been away soldiering in Liaoyang.

North of the White Wolf River, no words or letters come;
South of Red Bird Town, autumn nights are long;

Who can't see her lonely sadness

And not ask the moon to shine its golden light on her?
Translation by Andrew Andreasen
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Wang Changling Sorrow of a Young Wife in Her Boudoir
EE EapAR

B ep DI AN SR
A H et b2k
BILBE A
HEORYE T 5%

In her bedroom chamber, the young wife is untroubled;
One spring day, she dresses up and climbs the Jade Tower;
But, suddenly she sees the green weeping willows;

And wishes her lover was not elsewhere searching for the trappings of
office.

Translation by Andrew Andreasen
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Part 3. Sorrow for the Coming of War, the State of the Country

Du Fu Spring Scene in Time of War
HEH =)

]l Lyl 7 guo po shan he zai

AR F AR cheng chun cao mu shen

SR 2 H gan shi hua jian lei

PRI S hen bie niao jing xin

e kE=H feng huo lian san yue
KT & jia shu di wan jin

SRS bai tou sao geng duan

VERRAN hun yu bu sheng zan

The state lies ruined; hills and streams survive;
Spring in the city; grass and leaves now thrive.
Moved by the times the flowers shed their dew;
The birds seem startled; they hate parting too.
The steady beacon fires are three months old;
A word from home is worth a ton of gold.

| scratch my white hair, which has grown so thin
It soon won't let me stick my hairpin in!
Translation by Vikram Seth
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Du Fu The Chancellor of Shu
Nz i
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The Chancellor of Shu, where may his shrine be seen?
Among dense cypress trees beyond city walls.

Unviewed against the steps the grass greets spring in green;
Sweet-voiced, leaf screened, unheard, a yellow oriole calls.
Begged thrice to plan the world, he finally complied;

He founded or maintained two reigns with faithfulness.
Before his armies proved victorious he died.

Heroic men shed tears to think of his distress.

Translation by Vikram Seth
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Du Fu Thinking of My Younger Brothers on a Moonlit Night
Lan:i] A®ILES
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A
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The sound of drums breaks through the marching soldiers;
At the edge of the autumn wilderness, the cry of a goose.
Tonight the dew begins to turn white;

In my home town the moon was always brighter.

My brothers are all in different places now;

And | have no one to ask if they are still alive;

My letters are no longer getting through.

It's natural though, with fighting going on.

Translation by Andrew Andreasen
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Part 4. The Eremitic Tradition

He Zhizhang Coming Home
B mEZEEE

SYN £ N
S RSB
JLAR LA
5% ] 2 T Ao

| left home as a youth and return now an old man;

No change in the words | speak, but less hair at my temples.
The children | meet do not remember me;

And laughingly ask, “Where are you from?”

Translation by Andrew Andreasen
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Wang Wei Alone in a Bamboo Grove
F4 Ty B

AL g L
PR AT AR
AN
B 3 A

In a shady stand of bamboo, | sit alone;
Whistling as | play my instrument.

No one sees me in the deep forest;

But the moon illumines me.
Translation by Andrew Andreasen
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MIMI DOULTON - SOPRANO

Mimi is a soprano of British-Pakistani heritage, who has been living in
Stuttgart, Germany since 2020. She studied Musicology and Foreign
Languages at King's College London, followed by a Masters in Vocal
Performance at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. Second prize-
winner at the 2021 John Cage Interpretation Awards Halberstadt, Mimi was
also a finalist in the 2022 Royal Overseas League Vocal Competition and the
2024 Peter Hulsen Orchestral Song Award.

She is committed to the creation of new theatrical works, and made her
professional debut as Mary in the world premiere of Giorgio Battistelli's
Wake with Birmingham Opera Company in 2018. Subsequent roles have
included Max in Knussen's Where the Wild Things Are with the Bamberg
Symphony Orchestra and Shadwell Opera, DHL Driver in the premiere
of Oliver Leith's Last Days at the Royal Ballet and Opera and with the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, 1. Madchen in Weill's Aufstieg und Fall der Stadt
Mahagonny at Staatsoper Stuttgart, and Thea in Ludger Vollmer's new opera
of Friihlings Erwachen at Staatsoper Hamburg. She has understudied in new
creations by Beat Furrer at Opernhaus Zurich, and Philippe Manoury at
Oper Kaln.

On the concert stage she has worked with ensembles such as Birmingham
Contemporary Music Group, Decoder Ensemble, Le Nouvel Ensemble
Moderne Montreal, London Sinfonietta, the odsterreichisches ensemble
fir neue musik, and soloists from the Bayerische Rundfunk Symphony
Orchestra. She has sung under conductors including Thomas Adés, Vimbayi
Kaziboni, Peter Rundel, Johannes Kalitzke and Naomi Woo, and appeared at
venues and festivals including Wigmore Hall, the Southbank Centre Purcell
Room, Time of Music Festival in Finland, Cervantino Festival in Mexico, and
the Residenzsaal in Munich.

mimidoulton.com
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SUSAN LEGG - MEZZO SOPRANO

Susan studied singing and piano as joint first studies at the Royal College of
Music and National Opera Studio.

Since winning the National Mozart Singing Competition, Susan’s career
has taken her to major venues worldwide. She has given vocal and piano
recitals at the Wigmore Hall, Purcell Room and St. John’s Smith’s Square, has
performed at Glyndebourne, Bayreuth, Wexford and Aldeburgh Festivals,
the Walton Trust, Ischia and toured Handel's Messiah in Mexico.

Susan has broadcast for BBC Radio 3, Norwegian Radio and has freelanced
with the BBC Singers. In 2019 she featured on ITV's Endeavour as the tragic
opera diva in Matthew Slater’'s TV opera La Sposa del Demonio.

Engagements include the world premiere of Nicholas Michael Smith'’s Love,
Friendship & Longing in Cadogan Hall, Beethoven'’s Missa Solemnis in Queen
Elizabeth Hall, Mozart's Requiem in Cadogan Hall and Rossini's Petite Messe
Solennelle in Dorchester Abbey. She performed Elgar's Sea Pictures with
conductor Brian Wright and Maidstone Symphony Orchestra in 2024.

During the first Lockdown Susan wrote the song “Hold on Tight” which she
performed and recorded with Guy Fletcher from Dire Straits, raising money
for NHS Charities Together.

For cinema and TV, Susan has collaborated with composer Stephen Baysted
on scores for director Phil Grabsky's feature films: The Impressionists and
the man who made them, Renoir: Revered and Reviled; I, Claude Monet and
The Young Picasso. Susan was solo vocalist and pianist on video game
soundtracks for Project CARS; Project Cars 2 and 3, RuneScape and Need for
Speed: Shift 2 Unleashed. She has sung on films including Chicken Run: Dawn
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of the Nugget, Shaun the Sheep Movie: Farmageddon, Mulan, Gladiator Il and
The Dog Stars.

Susan co-wrote the scores with Stephen Baysted for the films My National
Gallery (2024) and Dawn of Impressionism: Paris 1874 (2025).

susanlegg.co.uk
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BEN HANCOX-LACHMAN - TENOR

Ben is establishing himself as a tenor in London and the Southeast,
performing oratorio, song and opera. Alongside his singing career, he
is studying for a PhD at Imperial College London with Bill Rutherford,
focussing on the structure and function of photosynthetic proteins.

Growing up in a family with two working musicians, Ben has performed
regularly since childhood. He was an honorary music scholar at Sevenoaks
School and was a prize winner in the 2017 Junior Association of English
Singers and Speakers Competition.

Since embarking on a freelance career, he has performed many oratorio
works including the title role in Handel's Samson, Haydn's Nelson Mass, and
Bach's Christmas Oratorio.

Ben has a wealth of experience on stage, playing the lead role in
Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd, and more recently as Don Curzio/Basilio in
Mozart's The Marriage of Figaro, and Marco in Gilbert and Sullivan's The
Gondoliers.

Additionally, he has performed an extensive repertoire in recital, with a
range of styles and composers from Schumann to Messiaen, and in 2025
premiered John Hawkins’ song cycle Both Beauties.

He has participated in multiple recordings, including as a boy treble in a
live studio recording with Shelley Katz, and more recently Love, Friendship &
Longing, a setting of Tang Dynasty poems by Nicholas Michael Smith.

Future engagements include Mahler's Lieder eines fahrenden Gesellen with
orchestra, the evangelist in Bach's St John Passion, Lucas in Haydn's Seasons,
and a project in collaboration with The Symphonova bringing to light music
from suppressed composers.

benhancoxlachman.co.uk
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CHRISTOPHER FOSTER — BASS-BARITONE

Educated at Newcastle University and the Britten-Pears School, Christopher
was a winner of the N.F.M.S. Young Concert Artists’ Award, a finalist in the
Richard Tauber Competition and one of the inaugural Samling Scholars
with Thomas Allen.

An experienced concert performer throughout the UK and Europe with
orchestras such as the BBC SO and Les Musiciens du Louvre, and conductors
such as Pierre Boulez and Sir Andrew Davis, highlights have included:
Pawet tukaszewski's Requiem (world premiere, Presteigne Festival);
Mendelssohn’s Elijah (Durham Cathedral); Mozart's Requiem (Royal Festival
Hall); Nicholas Michael Smith’s Love, Friendship & Longing (world premiere,
Cadogan Hall); Handel's Messiah (Forbidden City Concert Hall, Beijing) and
Bach's St Matthew Passion as Pilate at the BBC Proms.

As arecitalist, he has been a particular champion of English song, appearing
in diverse venues such as The Purcell Room, Banqueting House, Presteigne,
Britannia in Bamberg festival in Germany and three appearances for the
English Music Festival.

Operatic roles have included Mozart's Sarastro and Leporello, whilst other
parts have included Kawabata, Philip Glass Hotel of Dreams (UK premiere);
Arkel, Debussy Impressions de Pelléas (Opera on the Move); Traveller,
Britten Curlew River (Opera Nova); Sacristan, Puccini Tosca, Arthur, Maxwell
Davies The Lighthouse and appearances in five chamber operas by Edward
Lambert, the latest in which - The Masque of Vengeance - he had to murder
two of the cast: “...he arranged for Vacuo's death with great satisfaction and
rich vocal resonance.”

He studies with Gary Coward but when not singing, he enjoys photography,
fine wine, the cinema and cycling, though not necessarily in that order.

christopher-foster.com
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SHEN YUE - PIANO

Shen Yue completed her undergraduate studies at the Central Conservatory
of Music in Beijing. In 2003, she was admitted to the Royal Academy of
Music (UK) with outstanding academic results and a scholarship, studying
under the renowned pianist Michael Dussek. During her studies in the UK,
she won numerous awards for her excellent performance, including the
Wilfrid Parry Prize, Krein Scholarship, Douglas Lameron Prize, Flora Nielsen
Prize, Benjamin Dale Award, the Best Accompanist Award at the year-end
graduation, Christina Carpenter Piano Prize, as well as “The Vice-Principal
Special Award” and a prize grant conferred by the Royal Academy of Music.

She was selected as the only pianist for the 2005 “Song Circle” concert series
at the Royal Academy of Music, and recorded a CD with her collaborating
vocalists for the Academy, which was released in 2007.

While living in the UK, Shen Yue performed at major international music
festivals, including the Cheltenham Music Festival, the Leeds Festival and
the Jersey Music Festival. She also gave live performances on BBC Radio 3,
and concerts at London'’s prestigious Purcell Room, receiving high acclaim
from local music magazines and websites.

Since returning to China, in addition to her work at China's Central
Conservatory of Music, Shen Yue has been actively performing in major
concert halls across the country. She has collaborated with the renowned
French Percussions de Lyon and the Beijing International Festival Chorus in
concerts in Beijing and Shanghai, and her tour in China with the Debussy
String Quartet was a great success. In 2010, she was invited to participate
in the cultural events arranged for the Year of Australia in China, and gave
a highly successful recital at the National Centre for the Performing Arts
with the celebrated Australian violinist Niki Vasilakis. In the same year,
she collaborated with Dr. Brandon Christensen, an American violinist and
educator, on several successful concert tours and masterclasses across
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China, and subsequently completed a lecture and concert tour with him in
the United States in 2011.

From 2009 to 2019 Shen Yue was the exclusive pianist for all chamber music
concerts presented by Peking Sinfonietta and Time Arts at Peking University,
a series of concerts that earned widespread praise and presented PRC
premieres of diverse repertoire ranging from Chausson’s Piano Quartet to
Edward Dudley Hughes's Media Vita.

In 2016, Shen Yue formed a duo piano partnership with the distinguished
pianist Li Meiyan. Their joint projects — including the “Between Black and
White” concerts at the Beijing Concert Hall and other venues, duo piano
concerts with the Jilin Symphony Orchestra, and performances with local
choirs — have made the pair increasingly popular. In the same year, Shen
Yue was invited by Percussions de Lyon to perform with them in France. In
2017, she performed the complete cycle of Beethoven's Sonatas for Piano
and Violin with violinist Ye Lin at the Beijing Concert Hall and the Peking
University Concert Hall.

In addition to her involvement in the premiere of Love, Friendship & Longing
at Cadogan Hall in 2018, Shen Yue has performed and recorded a number
of Nicholas Michael Smith's piano duets, notably Memories of Childhood,
with Michael Tsalka.

In recognition of her distinguished contributions to the field of music, Shen
Yue was awarded the title “Associate of the Royal Academy of Music” by the
Royal Academy of Music.
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WILLIAM HANCOX - PIANO

William was a Scholar at St. John's College Cambridge, then won a
scholarship to Trinity College of Music to study with the Hungarian pianist
Joseph Weingarten, himself a student of Dohnanyi, Barték and Kodaly. He
has performed in major venues for over 40 years as a soloist, chamber
musician and accompanist throughout the UK and internationally,
broadcast for Classic FM and the BBC and made a number of recordings. He
has held staff pianist positions at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama,
Trinity College of Music and the Britten-Pears School in Aldeburgh.

He has performed throughout Europe, with concerts in Spain, France, Italy,
the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland and Iceland. He has also made
several trips to China, performing in the Forbidden City Concert Hall in
Beijing under the baton of Nicholas Michael Smith and giving masterclasses,
song recitals and a solo recital.

William has a lifelong interest in the repertoire for voice and piano and has
performed hundreds of song recitals. His approach was greatly influenced
by studying with the famous accompanist Martin Isepp, formerly Head of
Music at Glyndebourne Opera House. He has also worked extensively as a
vocal coach, both at home and abroad, with many students now pursuing
successful singing careers.

Based in the UK, William has become increasingly involved in projects which
contribute to live music making in his own community in East Sussex. For
many years he was pianist and artistic director of the chamber music series
Music at Lime. His most recent project is an innovative scheme called Music
Box Wealden, which brings quality classical music into his local area.
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Recent activities include recordings of English song with soprano Lorna
Windsor and recitals with distinguished mezzo soprano Louise Winter.
More musical projects with composer Nicholas Michael Smith are planned
in the coming years.

willhancox.co.uk

47



FRE - WERH - WEX

R RO K2 R i &, BN E=—
RSB, IHNEF R RLZ R « mnE—X NS
A NG REFHZRER (ZHEE. BER. Bis
) B, DUH&RSER, MUMER. ENREER K
ZARBESHZEGONERTEE S EF ERES, 1EMNE
I¥Classic FM5BBCH &, JHH FE2ikgELi., iyt
TBUT 35 R 5B . =3 SR ot g B R f e A B
- 57 SR TR I AN RE A

(ISP ST 3 D 1Y €7 FRTEC) 7 R 7 ES N = W1 N o
e, Ht. UKEESE PR AR A . 2 RIE U E
6], ARG AEJE Tt hdly » s R, FAbsth il A b
IR, JFE IR RIREE . R IR & R B 2=
s

JBBREEE B A AR S AN B IR R, SR T3 2R
HE SRy o JL IR IR 2 R M AE AR ORI e 57 23 8 i 2
1. FXERIETST - REGNER. (055,
LR A SR AR I BR T L BB 65 RO RIRIE Ko

48



SE JE L e, R HE B 2R B 2E e T AR AL XK o R 2R
Ao AKIPHHAE SIS R E N IR R EAR G NS
XK, BOPTEIAS BUR G E IR G, IR TR S R
FIAA LA

LA 5L mEris IR « RISl S B A,
[FlZ IR LS o 22« AR 05 IR o RORHL
&, MR SRS bRl o ST R E 2 2R

willhancox.co.uk

49



NICHOLAS MICHAFL-SMITEH —
GOMEPOSER

Nicholas Michael Smith has been living in China for many years, and his time
there has influenced his music, as evidenced by his orchestral compositions
Tears in my Bowl (2013) and Changchun Impressions (2014), as well as Love,
Friendship & Longing (2018), a work for four voices and piano duet based
on Tang dynasty poetry. The Girl From the French Fort (2015) is the result
of a collaboration with Chinese writer Hong Ying to compose a narrated
symphonic work for children based on her story of the same name. This
narrated symphony receives regular performances in China and was
described by Gramophone Magazine after its UK premiere as “genuinely
moving”. Smith has appeared on numerous Chinese radio and television
programs, and in 2011 was given Phoenix TV's “You Bring Charm to China”
award for his efforts to encourage and promote western classical music in
China. In 2011, Smith was awarded an OBE in recognition of his services to
music and to UK-China relations.

nicholasmichaelsmith.com
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ANDREW ANDREASEN

Andrew Andreasen received a Ph.D. in Chinese Language and Literature
from Stanford University in 1981. While pursuing a career in business in
China, Dr. Andreasen has maintained close links with the arts, notably
serving as Deputy Director of the U.S. - China Arts Exchange program
based at Columbia University, in which capacity he accompanied the
Boston Symphony Orchestra on their first tour of China in 1979 after the
normalization of relations. In another notable artistic achievement, Dr.
Andreasen served as the producer for the 2002 production of Kurt Weill's
musical Lady in the Dark; the first fully staged musical to be performed in
modern China.

Dr. Andreasen maintains strong contacts with many Chinese artists and
poets, and has even appeared in a number of Chinese films.
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Recorded on 4 and 5 August 2025 at St George's Headstone.

Sound engineer: Dave Hinitt
Producer: Adrian Peacock
Artwork: James Cardell-Oliver

Credits and thanks to:

Andrew Andreasen for educating me about Tang poetry and helping hugely
with birthing this piece.

Vikram Seth for allowing use of his translations.

Chris Foster for much appreciated admin support.

Zhao Chenyang for Chinese proofreading.

Theresa Booth for many kindnesses on the recording days.

David Weuste and James Cardell-Oliver, First Inversion.

Yang Ping for believing in the project.

VR Rt R » TWRUR « MBI AERE (. KESRE
=)

SRR, K ——E IS RO BRI I SR
5 RIEKMVER, AW K8 A s 5 Bl

TR S O

A . . 5 FIRST
All text, images and devices are copyright, all rights reserved INVERSION

® & © 2026 Divine Art Ltd
metierrecords.com

WARNING: Copyright subsists in all recordings issued under this label. Any unauthorised broadcasting,
public performance, copying or re-recording thereof in any manner whatsoever will constitute an
infringement of such copyright. In the United Kingdom, licences for the use of recordings for public
performance may be obtained from Phonographic PerformanceLtd, 1UpperJames Street, London, W1F 9DE








